
WWIINNTTEERR    22001100  

Laura Lamison 

President 
2009-2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

WWIINNTTEERR    22001100  

 

  
CCOOVVEERR  SSTTOORRII EESS  
 

Presidentôs Message.éé.é...1 
 

Nominate the 2009-2010.....é..1 
Sustainer of the Year 

 
UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  
 

75th Anniversary Celebrationé2 
ñThrough the Decadesò 
 

Annual Sustainer Luncheon.....2 
Save the Date: April 20 

 
NNEEWWSS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  LL EE AAGGUUEE    
 

2009 Artful Livingééééé.. 3 
Home Tour Recap 
 

2009 Wassail.......éé...éé.. 3 

 
SSUUSS TTAAII NNEERR  SSPPOO TTLLII GGHHTT  
 

League Memoriesé.é..éé..4 
from Joan Tornlof 
 
 

Junior League of Oakland-East Bay, Inc. 

3730 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 325 

Lafayette, California  94549 

Phone: (925) 284-3740 

Email:   info@jloeb.org 

 

PP  RR  EE  SS  II  DD  EE  NN  TT  ôô  SS      MM  EE  SS  SS  AA  GG  EE  

On February 7, the Junior League of 

Oakland-East Bay, Inc. will celebrate 75 

years of giving back to our community.  I 

have learned so much about the League 

in this last year. Of course, my favorite 

stories are those recounted by our 

Sustainers, like the following one from 

Janet Angell about the origins of The 

Volunteer Center of Contra Costa 

County: 
 

ñAs I remember, it was the very first 

project we had east of the tunnel. You 

have to remember that the rush to the 

suburbs didn't occur until the late 

1940's. Sometime in the 1950's there 

was serious consideration to splitting off 

the "country" members into a separate 

league. I think this was discouraged by 

AJLI, and I remember in 1955 or so, 

"country members" were sent out to 

interview all the important people in this 

part of the county to get ideas for a new 

project. I still blush when I think of all the 

time I took up in asking all the wrong 

questions and sounding as young and 

naïve as I was at the time. I wanted us 

to establish a zoo.  Imagine!   

 

Fortunately, saner heads prevailed and 

the Contra Costa Volunteer Bureau was 

established.ò 

 

I laughed and cried when I read this 

because, looking back on my own 

League career, I think about how naïve I 

was, and how far I have come 

personally because of my League 

experience. In fact, this is a very 

common bond for all League women. 

Then again, while giving back to our 

communities, we also have gained a 

wealth of knowledge, self-esteem and a 

stronger sense of responsibility to those 

less fortunate.  

 

I hope you will join us in honoring our 

good works and great women at 

ñThrough the DecadesðA Celebration 

of Our 75 Yearsò on Saturday, Feb. 20. 
 

Warm regards,  

 

 

 

NOMINATE THE 2009-2010 SUSTAINER OF THE YEAR! 
 

Promoting voluntarism. Developing the potential of women. Improving 

communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. 
 

Do you know this woman?  The one who embodies the tenets of JLOEBôs mission 

statement?  Maybe she made an indelible mark in your Junior League career, forever 

cementing your commitment to these timeless values.  Or perhaps youôve been 

moved again and again, watching what she does in the community today.  There are 

so many Junior League Sustainers who are doing so much good in the world today. 
 

To some degree, whether youôve been involved in leadership in your professional 

career and/or JLOEB, each of us has been exposed to leadership training, and one 

aspect of leadership that we can all participate in is the recognition of others. 
 

So we want to hear from you!  Schedule 10 minutes in the next few weeks to sit down 

at your computer or pick up the phone and let us know of your nomination(s), 

including a summary of your nomineeôs fantastic accomplishments.  Nominations are 

due by March 1 and should be sent to our 2008-2009 Sustainer of the Year, Dr. 

Kathy Hull.  Kathy can be reached at kathyhull@earthlink.net or (510) 816-6414. 
 

Continuing our special tradition, the Sustainer of the Year will be celebrated at the 

Spring Sustainer Luncheon, to be held on April 20 at the Orinda Country Club. 

 

HAPPY 
±![9b¢Lb9Ω{ 

DAY! 

mailto:kathyhull@earthlink.net
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Through the Decades ï February 20, 2010 

 

Sustainer Council Directors Jeannette Cox and Molly Griffin-Wilson are pleased 

to announce the next Annual Sustainer Luncheon, to be held at the glorious Orinda 

Country Club on Tuesday, April 20, 2010.  An exceptional guest speaker will be 

joining us - Dr. Bert Lubin (see bio, below) the new President and CEO of Children's 

Hospital & Research Center Oakland, offering details on the future plans of the 

hospital.  We are honored Dr. Lubin is joining us to share his experiences and how 

he has influenced successful changes to Children's Hospital Oakland, as well as the 

community. Stay tuned for details! 

 
 

Bertram Lubin, M.D., longtime President of Childrenôs Hospital Oakland Research Institute (CHORI), is the new President and 

CEO of Childrenôs Hospital & Research Center Oakland.  Dr. Lubin steps into his new role as the first pediatrician to ever lead the 

98-year old medical center.  Bert Lubin, M.D., joined Children's Hospital in 1973 as Chief of Hematology/Oncology.  He was 

attracted by the opportunity to work in a medical center devoted to children with a diverse patient population.  Dr. Lubin graduated 

from the University of Pittsburgh Medical School, completed a residency in pediatrics at the Philadelphia Childrenôs Hospital, 

subspecialty training at Boston Childrenôs Hospital and was on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania as an Associate 

Professor for six years prior to his move to Childrenôs Hospital Oakland.  In 1980, Dr. Lubin became the Director of Medical 

Research at Childrenôs Hospital Oakland.  Under his leadership, basic, clinical and translational research activities expanded 

exponentially.  He transformed a small research program into a $50 million per year enterprise called Childrenôs Hospital Oakland 

Research Institute.  In 2008, CHORI ranked sixth in the nation for National Institutes of Health awards to childrenôs hospitals. 

 

A GALA CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF JUNIOR LEAGUE OF OAKLAND-EAST BAY

 

 
 

 

Through the Decades ï February 20, 2010 
75 years of voluntarism, leadership and making a difference in the community.  More than 

3,000 JLOEB women making life-long friends.  One AJLI President.  Two AJLI Board 

Members and one AJLI League liaison.  Six JLOEB projects launched as freestanding 

nonprofit organizations serving the community. 
 

Time to celebrate?!  You bet!  Mark your calendars, save the date, and reach out to your 

Junior League friends you keep meaning to connect with for a delightful evening, 

celebrating our past, our future and friends we have made along the way. 

 
 
 

JLOEBôs 75
th

 Anniversary will be celebrated Saturday, February 20, 2010 at the Round Hill Country Club in Alamo.  

Dinner?  Check!  Live music?  Check!  Dancing?  Check!  Silent Auction?  Check! 

 

 

What might tempt you at the silent auction: 
 

 A UC California Berkeley football helmet 
autographed by Coach Jeff Tedford 

 

 Your own private tour and wine tasting for 
8 at beautiful Clos Pegase winery 

 

 A guitar autographed by Chris Isaak 
 

 An enticing wine barrel to continue the 
celebration far into the year 

 

These are just a sampling of the treats that 
await you, just a few weeks away! 
 

Tickets, sold to Actives at the rate of $100/single, $175/couple, have been 

discounted for Sustainers - $75/single, $145/couple!  Tickets can be purchased 

online at www.jloeb.org or by calling the League office at (925) 284-3740. 

There are many, many important causes in the 

community and all are so very worthy of our 

time and charitable giving.  But the JLOEB 

does something very few organizations do.  By 

developing a constant pipeline of community 

leaders and trained volunteers, we infuse our 

local nonprofits, PTAs and other organizations 

making a difference.  As President Laura 

Lamison says, ñTo move forward, we must 

give back."  Join us February 20 for a toast to a 

very deserving nonprofit organization 

celebrating 75 years of success ï the Junior 

League of Oakland-East Bay, Inc. 

 

Save the 

Date : 
 

Annual 

Sustainer  

Luncheon  

April 20  

2010  
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JUNIOR LEAGUE OF OAKLAND-EAST BAY, INC.  

2009 ARTFUL LIVING HOME TOUR A SUCCESS 
Best year ever!  The 6th Annual Artful Living Home Tour held on 

November 6-7, 2009 was a great success for all who volunteered and 

attended. We featured five great homes and worked with fabulous 

homeowners.  The homeowners at the fifth home were having so much fun, 

they popped open some wine and ordered pizza to celebrate a great tour 

and show recognition for the volunteers.  

This year, we raised over 

$23,000 in corporate and 

Member sponsorships, 

$16,500 in ticket sales and 

$3,000 in boutique sales, 

based on our fabulous 

vendors donating 20% of 

their proceeds to JLOEB. 

Our total net revenue was 

more than $38,000, impres-

sively exceeding our goal 

even during the  economic 

downturn. 

 Of special note, Sustainer and past President Nancy Colbert sold Balinese and Thai silk scarves and 

shawls at the Home Tour Boutique. In addition to returning a portion of her sale proceeds back to the 

League, Nancy gave back her remaining sale proceeds to the Balinese Children's Education 

Foundation, a Foundation formed by Nancy and her husband Dennis nine years ago.  If youôd like to 

learn more about this organization visit www.balieducation.org. 

This event would not have 

been possible without the 

gracious support of our 2009 

Artful Living Home Tour 

homeowners. Special thanks 

to the Altomare, Oetgen, Scott, 

Steel, and Treseder families!  

We are forever grateful. 

 

Thanks to everyone for helping to make the Junior League of Oakland-East 

Bay, Inc. Artful Living Home Tour 2009 an incredible success. Please join 

us in thanking Elke Rank, Home Tour Chair 2009, and her entire committee, 

as well as cheering on Melissa Lutz and her team in the coming year! 

 

Wassai l  Br ings Together Longt ime Fr iends  

���Š�‹�•�� �›�‡�ƒ�”�á�� �‘�—�”�� �ò���ƒ�•�•�ƒ�‹�Ž�� �”�‡�…�‹�’�‡�ó�� �™�ƒ�•�� �‡�‹�–�Š�‡�”�� �ƒ�•�� �‘�ƒ�•�›�� ���Š�ƒ�”�†�‘�•�•�ƒ�›�� �‘�”�� �ƒ�� �•�‡�†�‹�—�•��
bodied, berry-inspired Merlot, a�•�†�� �„�‘�–�Š�� �ò�„�Ž�‡�•�†�•�ó�� �ƒ�Ž�Ž�‘�™�‡�†�� �—�•��to toast to good 

health in the New Year ��  the tradition behind Wassail. 
 

Once again, we gathered at the beautiful home of Sustainer Jeanne Berres in 

Piedmont. Laughter filled the air as friends reminisced. President Laura  

Lamison  welcomed the 30+ Members, thanking each of them for their 

continued support of the League. Laura  noted the importance we see in 

continuing to engage more Sustainers in our annual activities, including the 

much-anticipated Home Tour with a complimentary voucher. 
 

Our thanks go out to Jeannette Cox and Molly Griffin -Wilson  for organizing 

such a fabulous night of food and merriment.  Of course, thank you to host 

Jeanne Berres, who also became the unofficial event photographer for the  

second year in a row. 

 

Home Tour Wants to Hear From You! 
 

The 2010 Artful Living Home Tour is right around the corner, and Home Tour Chair Melissa Lutz 

wants to hear from you!  Contact Melissa at hometour@jloeb.org if you have any ideas or leads on 

featured homes, check-in locations, boutique vendors and/or any other constructive feedback from 

your experiences this year.  Your feedback and comments are greatly appreciated! 

 

Got ideas for 
the 2010 

Home Tour? 

Let us know! 

¬ (L-R) Jeanne Berres,  
�«����Molly Griffin-Wilson and 
�«����Jeanette Cox  
­ Barbara Duff and   
�«����Patricia Cross 
® Barbara Moreland and    F    
�«����Florence Schretzmann 

 ̄(Clockwise from top left) 
�«����Chris Coiteux, Shannon 
�«����Kirby and Kathleen Odne 
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