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Eyes were twinkling and 
glasses were tinkling as 
friends reconnected at the 
annual Sustainer Wassail 
party held December 11

th
, 

2008.  Organized by Sus-
tainer  Council  Director  
Eileen  Hammond -Cuff , 
Sustainer Jeanne  Berres  
graciously opened her 
beautiful Piedmont home 
to the gathering of 50 la-
dies. 

Greetings and laughter 
filled the air as the gather-
ing startedï where elseï 
but around the sumptu-
ous buffet near Jeanneôs 
kitchen. Stories and hugs 
were exchanged as 
groups of women eventu-
ally made their way into a 
variety of lovely rooms  
providing a perfect setting 
for more intimate conver-
sations. 

The group was welcomed 
by Eileen, and Past Presi-
dent Diane Stevenson 
who warmed up the crowd 
for energetic headliner 
President Elect Laura 
Lamison. Laura shared 
her thanks and apprecia-
tion for all the ways our 
Sustainers continue to re-
main engaged and suppor-
tive of the League.  A re-
sounding cheer erupted for 
the complimentary Home 
Tour ticket each Sustainer 

received this year, as 

Laura  explained how this 
simple act of gratefulness 
was returned more than 
twofold to the League, as 
most Sustainers who at-
tended brought a group of 
friends. 

With JLOEBôs 75
th
 anniver-

sary now in sight for the 
2009-2010 League year, 

excitement and anticipa-
tion was palpable as 
ñanniversaryò memories 
were shared and Laura 
issued a call to action for 
any Sustainer interested in 
being involved in the vari-
ous anniversary planning 

and events (for details or 
questions please contact  
President -Elect Laura 
Lamison 
(lauralamison@comcast.n
et). 

Several ñreunionò groups 
were in attendance, includ-
ing ñThe Shopò ladies, who 
happily chatted the night 
away.  Sadly, for many of 
us, this was the last time 
we saw the sparkly smile 
and warm hug from our 
friend Pat Hejtmanek .  
Pat, we miss you very 
much and will never forget 
you. 

 

 

Jeanne Berres and Eileen Hammond- Cuff ñThe Shop Ladiesò-Dorothy Cobbledick,   

Shirley Conner, Gayle Sells 
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Fall Fundraisers Fare Fabulously  

The annual JLOEB fall events, the Art-
ful Living Home Tour  and Crate and 
Barrel Shopping Night highlighted a 
fantastic run of fun-filled, successful 
fundraisers. 

With over 750 attendees, the Artful 
Living Home Tour  showcased the 
Leagueôs signature fundraiser in a way 
not previously experienced. Partnering 
with corporate sponsors from a variety 
of industries, the League was able to 
bolster the bottom line of our now 
much anticipated Home Tour. Our 
revenue totaled $42,326, of which 
$23,810 came from sponsors, $16,885 
from ticket sales and $1,631 from ven-
dor sales. 

For the first time, Sustainers received a 
complimentary Home Tour voucher. 
The results of this ñexperimentò were 
incredible. We had twice as many Sus-
tainers attend the 2008 Home Tour as 
compared to one year ago. On top of 
that, the number of Sustainers who 
brought friends to the Tour was up dra-
matically as well. Suffice it to say that 
the Sustainer Home Tour ticket 
voucher ñtest programò has now been 
grandfathered in as ñSOPò (Standard 
Operating Procedure)! 

Following the Home Tour, JLOEB 
hosted its 8th Annual Crate & Barrel 
Shopping Night. Originally developed 
by Sustainer Betsy Fischer as part of 

our 2001 California Fresh Harvest 
cookbook launch, the first Crate and 
Barrel event included Barbara Lle-
wellyn  serving appetizers from the 
cookbook as well as free gift wrap 
for books purchased that night. 
Eight happy years later this event is 
as successful as ever and continues 
to be one of the Leagueôs favorite 
fundraisers! 

This year, our sold-out event raised 
$6155 in ticket sales alone. 300 
guests purchased over $24,000 in 
merchandise, culminating in a 
check to the League for $3,639. Our 
Special Events team worked tire-
lessly to provide us with a scrump-
tious feast at no cost to the League. 

We extend our thanks to you, our 
Sustainers, for your continued sup-
port of our fundraisers and events. 
We look forward to welcoming you 
to our spring events, as well as 
throwing in a few surprises to cele-
brate 75 years! 

 

STANDing Together 

Again 
Working tirelessly, the Junior League of 
Oakland-East Bay, Inc.ôs Project Re-
search & Development (PR&D) Com-
mittee  proudly announces a renewed 
relationship with STAND! Against Do-
mestic Violence. 

As JLOEB launches Super  Stars Liter-
acy into the hands of the community, 
PR&D found the general membership 
sought a community partner/project 
which focused on women and children, 
offered a diverse array of volunteer op-
portunities, was a distinct and tangible  
project we could name, and one that 
would require low fundraising and over-
head.  

This three- year project will target two 
specific goals:  the creation of a JLOEB 
Technology Center and the further de-
velopment of curriculum and train-
ing.   By leveraging the curriculum we 
helped develop in the early 90ôs, we will 
further enhance subject materials and 
enhance curriculum with technology 
updates. 

We are excited to share this recent an-
nouncement-it seems especially fitting 
to re-engage this important community 
partner during JLOEBôs 75

th
 anniver-

sary.  Stay tuned for volunteer and fund-
raising opportunities to help an old 
friend! 

 

Erika Odell, Karen Redwood, 

Patti Ringlee 

Suzanne Haman, Theresa Stetson 

Burke, Wendy Duncan 

Toinette Carter, Betsy Fischer, Ned 

Fischer, Mark Carter, Karen Redwood 
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December 12, 1950 ï January 7, 
2009 

On Wednesday, January 7, Pat 
Hejtmanek  passed away with her 
family by her side.  The cancer that 
she had fought so well nine years 
ago had returned, and her body 
couldnôt fight it again.  It is a blessing 
that she wasnôt sick long, and that it 
all went very quickly. 

Pat was born in Santiago, Chile, as 
the first of five children.  At the age of 
12, she immigrated to San Francisco 
with her family and quickly adapted 
to American life.  She was married 
happily for many years, and had 
three amazing children.   While she 
spent most of her life in the Bay 
Area, she also lived in Bakersfield 
and El Paso.   Her primary focus was 
being a mother.   She also volun-
teered with her childrensô schools, 
Jewish Organizations, and the Junior 
League.  In recent years, she has 
been successful professionally in 
selling real estate. 

She was a vibrant, positive person. 
She was feisty, witty, gave great ad-
vice, and was full of energy. Her 
laughter was contagious. Pat was a 
friend to many and left a lasting im-
pression on those whom she knew. 

Pat is survived by her children, Jen  

and husband Tom, Steven and Ra-

chel; her grandchildren Abbie and Zoe; 
her parents, Kurt and Marion Mostny; 
her siblings  Daniela van der Steen, 
Yvonne Nouri, David Mostny, and An-
drea Mostny; as well as many cousins, 
nieces, and nephews. 

Pat will be remembered as a loving 
mother, grandmother, daughter, sister, 
and friend.  She will be deeply missed 
by many. 

A memorial service was held on Sun-
day, January 11 at 2:30 pm at Penin-
sula Temple Sholom in Burlingame 
with nearly 50 Sustainers and nine 
past presidents in attendance. 

Pat was present that afternoon in the 
hearts and minds of all that gathered, 
and with a wink, must have chuckled to 
herself when her sister described her 
as the ñTabasco sauce in the soup of 
lifeò. 

Pat, we love you, and will miss you 
every day. 

A Special Thanks  
From Patôs sister Yvonne Nouri: 

On behalf of Pat's  family, I would like 
to express our sincere gratitude for 
the thoughtful gesture the Junior 
League has extended by paying trib-
ute to Pat's  memory in this bulle-
tin.  Pat was an amazing friend, sis-
ter, mother, grandmother.  She was 
funny, witty, sharp, intelligent, and an 
active participant in her community.   

  

 

We were touched by the numbers of 
people who have sent emails, cards, 
letters, flowers, and made donations 

to Patôs favorite charities and we are 
extremely proud that she was so loved 
and respected and that she is being 
remembered by her colleagues and 
friends through this tribute.  Thank you 
so much. 

The Hejtmanek and Mostny families  

(ñEpitaphò, by Merrit Malloy) 

This passage was read at Patôs me-
morial service by her daughter Jen. 

When I die 

Give whatôs left of me away 

To children and old ones. 

And when you need me, 

Put your arms around anyone 

And give to them 

What you need to give to me. 

I want to leave you something. 

Something better 

Than words 

Or sounds. 

Look for me 

In the people Iôve known 

Or loved, 

And if you cannot give me away, 

At least let me live on your eyes 

And not on your mind. 

You can love me most 

By letting 

Hands touch hands, 

By letting 

Bodies touch bodies 

And by letting go 

Of children 

That need to be free. 

Love doesnôt die, 

People do. 

So when all thatôs left of me 

Is love, 

Give me away. 

Patõs Poem 
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Introducing 2010 - 2011 JLOEB President Mackenzie Lesher!  
As announced at the January General 
Meeting, the Nominating Committee 
proudly introduces JLOEBôs 2010-2011 

President Mackenzie Lesher ! 

Offering substantial and long-lasting 
contributions with every placement, 
Mackenzie's  reputation as an ener-
getic leader has been apparent with 
her stints in key leadership positions in 
almost every Council of the League. 

Mackenzie  has a deep-rooted passion 
for building our League's capacity 
through our mission - promoting volun-
tarism, developing the potential of 
women and improving communities 
through the effective action and leader-
ship of trained volunteers. 

Passionate about education and build-
ing community, Mackenzie  is active in 
a number of other community organi-
zations.  She currently chairs the an-
nual On Broadway gala for the Diablo 
Regional Arts Association, the non 
profit organization that supports the 
Lesher Center for the Arts.   

She also volunteers her time to help 

organize the Newsmakers Speaker 

Series, a world class lecture program 

that has brought many notable figures 

to our area ranging from Jay Leno to 

Madame Jehan Sadat. 

After working in the world of poli-
tics as a consultant, Mackenzie  
earned a multiple subjects teach-
ing credential from St. Maryôs Col-
lege. She then worked as an ele-
mentary school teacher and cur-
riculum specialist in the Walnut 
Creek School District.   

Mackenzie lives in Walnut Creek 

with her husband, Steve, their 6-

month old son, Cameron, and 

their dog, Sam. 


