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“To move forward, we must give back.” 
 
When the 2010 U.S. Census started 
running ads last winter with their tagline 
“We can‟t move forward until you give 
your answers back,” I knew we had 
started a good trend! 
 
What a year.  What an anniversary.  
What a list of accomplishments!  We 
had a laser-like focus on the number 
75, using it to guide many of our goals.  
 
For example, we wanted to add 75 
additional members to the League 
through New Members, Transfers and 
“Win-Back“ Sustainers. This past year, 
we added nearly 90 members, including 
46 Win-Back Sustainers. 
 
We wanted to have 75 donors for our 
Gala.  We had over 80 Silent Auction 
items alone!  
 
And in these times of great economic 
stress, we wanted to offer a special 
$7,500 community grant in honor of our 
75

th
 Anniversary. That grant went to the 

Bay Area Rescue Mission for their 
summer Youth Intervention and 
Outreach Program, an optional program 
targeting at-risk youth.  
 

                      
 

 

 

Finally, we wanted to document 75 
years of Junior League leadership. 
And for the first time, we have a video 
history with stories from some of our 
more seasoned members, as well as 
a few women whose lives we changed 
forever.  
 
And of course, we have now officially 
dedicated the JLOEB Technology 
Resource Center to STAND! Against 
Domestic Violence, housing 12 brand 
new computers and two printers.  This 
project will impact the lives of 
hundreds, or even thousands, of 
women in the next decade.  
 
Looking back, I am thrilled to say that 
we truly moved forward in our League 
and with the community this year. 
Thank you for continuing to believe in 
and support the JLOEB.  

 
 

 

 

In Loving Memory 
 

We pay tribute to these JLOEB  
members who passed away this year. 
 

Jeanne Angell Cathy Marks  

Jane Bolton Bug Peterson 

Dorraine Blaising Shirley Peterson 

Shirley Harper Barbara Ruxton 

Carolyn Cooke Howell Loretta McDonnell 

Cynthia Martyniak-Shirey Alberta Steele 

 

 

 

 

 



j The Bloody Mary Gals!  Past President Janet Angell, Past   

President Shirley Conner, Dorothy Cobbledick & Karen Parrish. 

k Past President Leslie Bates & new Sustainer Noel Twist 

l Past President Maridel Moulton & Arel Wente  

m Jacqueline Berry & Past President Marsha Servetnick 
 

 

j Past Presidents Susan Kalian & D.D. van Loben Sels 

k Past Presidents Gene Clifford & Shirley Conner 

l Past Presidents Myra Belfiore & Kathy Tabor 

m President-Elect Heather Hamilton; Incoming Pres. Mackenzie 

Lesher; Past President Tricia Stenger; President Laura Lamison 
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Sustainer Council Directors Jeannette Cox and Molly Griffin-Wilson recently hosted the marvelous May 4
th
 Spring 

Sustainer Luncheon at the Orinda Country Club.  Fifty Sustaining members including Arel Wente, recent Sustainer transfer 
Darcy DeRose, and some of our newest Sustainers, Amy Dellinger, Teri Reynolds and Noel Twist attended, everyone 
mixing, mingling, giggling and connecting. 
 

The luncheon was kicked off by guest speaker Bertram Lubin, M.D., President & CEO of Children‟s Hospital and Research 
Center Oakland.  As Dr. Lubin shared details of the state of affairs at Children‟s Hospital, his passion for his work – for the 
young patients and for his staff – was clearly evident.  Many League members have had personal experiences at Children‟s 
Hospital or know others who have – during Dr. Lubin‟s talk  it was impossible not to feel a deep community connection and a 
profound sense of gratitude for this institution and for the staff who, despite the challenges the economy has delivered, 
continue to perform miracles and achieve excellence on a daily basis. 
 

Later in the afternoon, newly-minted 2010 Sustainer of the Year Maridel Moulton was honored.  Dr. Kathy Hull, last year‟s 
Sustainer of the Year was unable to attend but shared a beautiful written tribute to Maridel, read by past President and 2003 
Sustainer of the Year, Myra Belfiore.  President Laura Lamison closed the afternoon with a reflective and touching personal 
homage to Maridel. 
 

 

The Junior League of Oakland-East-Bay, Inc.‟s (JLOEB) past Presidents gathered Wednesday, May 26
th
 at the Claremont 

Hotel, for an event hosted by immediate past President Tricia Stenger to honor current President Laura Lamison and 
incoming President Mackenzie Lesher. 
 

Before offering their respective formal remarks, Laura and Mackenzie provided the well-attended gathering a detailed 
summary of the process, findings and local initiatives emerging from the Association of Junior Leagues International‟s (AJLI) 
Strategic Roadmap. 
 

In addition to assessing the function of a variety of key areas within the League, specifically women‟s leadership 
development, member civic engagement and membership classes and responsibilities, AJLI also considered two other critical 
elements – the nuances and impact of the Millennial Generation members and also best practices from other successful non-
profit membership-driven organizations. 
 

Finally, it was time for Laura to say farewell.  With her classic style, poise and passion, Laura shared a multitude of highlights 
from this very special 75

th
 anniversary year, many with the “75” theme: 

 

 More than 75 members joined in 2009-2010. 

 Our Active members had access to more than 75 training opportunities. 

 Our 75
th
 anniversary gala had more than 75 sponsors/donors. 

 

And all along the way, it was one of the most positive, happy and memorable years, thanks to Lauraôs gracious personality, 
quick wit, sharp intelligence and her unwavering belief in the power of servant leadership.  And, just maybe, thanks to those 
color-coded pens and diet peach Snapple… 

 

 

Sustainer Spring Luncheon ï May 4, 2010 
 

 

Annual Past Presidentsô Luncheon - May 26, 2010 
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JLOEB Awards Community Enrichment Grants 
Each year, the Junior League of Oakland-East Bay awards grants to local agencies serving the community.  Grant recipients are 

selected based upon their alignment with the mission and focus of JLOEB.  2010 was a very special year, as JLOEB celebrated its 

75
 th

 Anniversary.  In honor of the 75
 th

 Anniversary, an additional $7,500 grant was awarded.  Representatives from this year‟s 

recipient organizations, listed below, were all in attendance at the May Celebration Dinner. 

 The Moment by Moment Foundation is an organization that 

brings together professional photographers throughout California to 

capture images of children with potential life limiting illnesses. A 

$1,000 grant was awarded to photograph children and their families 

living through these troubling times.  

 
 

Tri-Valley Haven is a community resource serving adults and 

children, who have experienced domestic violence, sexual assault, 

or homelessness. Their services include a crisis hotline, shelters, 

counseling, and family support. The $3,000 grant from JLOEB will 

be used to provide supplies and support for a new summer school 

program for children living in one of the Tri-Valley Haven shelters. 

 

The Zoo to Community program at the Oakland Zoo provides 

students who would not otherwise have the opportunity to 

experience animals or zoo access via the classroom. Our $3,000 

grant will support the expansion of this program to new schools, 

allowing students to learn science curricula with live animals. 

The Bay Area Rescue Mission is the recipient of the 75th 

Anniversary Grant for $7,500. Our grant will support extended 

hours for the Youth Intervention and Outreach Program, an optional 

program targeting at risk youth, who are guests at the shelter, as 

well as those that live in the community.  

 

We came. We bid. We danced. We cried. 
 

The culmination of a year‟s worth of planning came together on Saturday, February 20 at the 

sold out 75th Anniversary Gala, "Through the Decades". The event was an enormous 

success by all standards, kicked off with an unbelievable Silent Auction featuring a 

cornucopia of items.  
 

Nearly 40 Sustainers and their guests attended the Gala, bidding on everything from steak 

dinners to stylish fashions to signed superstar jerseys.  A few key auction item winners 

included Eileen Cuff as the high bidder on Tiffany‟s Paloma Picasso silver pendant and 

earrings, and Kathy Ferber walking out with an instant wine cellar. 
 

Yet, the most talked about event of the night was, without a doubt, the debut of the JLOEB 

historical perspective video “Through the Decades: Impacting Our Community”.  The video 

features the five organizations we started in our 75 years, the origins of the “The Shop”, and 

a few fabulous Follies highlights, including Marsha Servetnickôs rendition of “You can meet 

me „round the corner in a half an hour”!  The video also includes JLOEB memories from 

several Sustainers including Janet Angell, Myra Belfiore, Susan Chritton, Shirley 

Conner, Maridel Moulton, Kathleen Odne, Gayle Sells, and Marsha Servetnik, as well as 

our oldest living Sustainer at 99, Carol von Morpurgo.  
 

The video opens with a clip from Dawn Rockwood Williams who recently wrote a letter to the 

League seeking information on the East Oakland Children‟s Home where she and her sister 

lived in 1935-38. During that time, Dawn and her sister Carole, received help from Junior 

League members in a variety of ways. Dawn is now nearly 82 years old with 20 

grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren and has a mother who turned 100 last December.  

And to top it all off, she has been an advocate for children for many years. Sounds like the 

Junior League members had quite an impact on Dawn and her sister.  
 

75 years in the books (and the video!) Here‟s to making history for the next 75 and beyond.  

 

777555
ttthhh

   AAAnnnnnniiivvveeerrrsssaaarrryyy   GGGaaalllaaa   ---   AAA   CCCeeellleeebbbrrraaatttiiiooonnn   777555   YYYeeeaaarrrsss   iiinnn   ttthhheee   MMMaaakkkiiinnnggg   
 

j An invitation to a night to remember!  k Close friends Ann Fletcher and Wynne Osborne, with President Laura 

Lamison.  l Sonja Vukasin and Laura Lamison share a Jr. League  memory.   m East Bay Children's Theater 

board members Susie Morell and Martha Boam, with Diane Stevenson and Laura Lamison. 
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Welcome, New Sustainers! 
 

The following outstanding women have become our 
newest JLOEB Sustainers, as of June 1, 2010: 

 

Melissa Candy Melissa Lange 

Amy Dellinger Kristin Nagy Catz 

Beth Gebhardt Noel Twist 

Caroline Kennedy 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations Maridel Moulton  

2009-2010 Sustainer of the Year! 

In a beautifully written letter, 2008-2009 Sustainer of the Year 

Dr. Kathy Hull recognizes 2009-2010 Sustainer of the Year 

Maridel Moulton, writing, “…we have been taught by you to 

never forget who we want to serve, and why, and then allow the 

magic of synergy to take over.  You gave us all the ability to both 

hold onto that magic and spread its influence.” 

 

Maridelôs League career started in 1975.  In 1981-1992 she 

served as JLOEB‟s President, and just six years later, became 

the 1988-1990 Association of Junior Leagues International (AJLI) 

President.  Along the way, awards and recognition acknow-

ledged Maridelôs efforts and talent as a civic leader - 

Outstanding Young Woman of America (1979); Woman on the 

Move (Anti-Defamation League of B‟Nai B‟rith 1988); Woman of 

the Year (Central Contra Costa County Business and 

Professional Women, 1988), among several others. 

 

In 1990, on her AJLI letterhead, Maridel writes to JLOEB‟s 

Corresponding Secretary Gayle Sells, formally requesting 

Sustainer status.  In her characteristic understated style and 

grace, Maridel carefully details several members and 

instrumental experiences she is thankful for.  In one paragraph 

she shares, ñThanks for my second placement as chair of that 

same project subcommittee.  I was so green, and yet you took a 

risk.  With the opportunity I had then to testify before the 

California State Senate on legislation we had written, my 

confidence grew enormously.  I learned the legislative process 

by doing, which, of course, is the Junior League way.  Although 

my knees shook giving that testimony, you again prepared me 

for the future ï and last April they shook a little less when, at the 

White House, I had the opportunity of representing our 182,000 

Junior Leaguers in accepting an award from President Bush.ò 

 

Maridelôs unmatched strategic planning, facilitation and capacity 

building skills have been sought by almost every JLOEB 

President since her Active service, directly benefiting the 

capacity of our organization.   Often called upon to participate in  
 

AJLI strategy issues, Maridel was a steering committee member 

for AJLI‟s 2009-2010 Strategic Roadmap project (including 

several four-hour conference call sessions!). 

 

Professionally, Maridel counts more than 100 non-profits, 

foundations, educational institutions and state and local 

government agencies among her clients, demonstrating the 

range of her expertise, but perhaps more telling, exposing the 

enormous depth of her commitment, passion and support for 

those serving at the heart of the community.  Discussing the 

devastating impact of the recent years‟ economy on non-profits, 

she reveals her work has been both challenging and 

enlightening.  During these difficult times, when the existence of 

many of these organizations has been shaken to the core,  

 

SUSTAINER  SPOTLIGHT 
 

several of her recent projects relate to simply helping them 

survive.  “When you see the heart and soul these organizations 

and volunteers pour into their work and then the agonizing 

decisions to reorganize or cut programs, it is in equal parts 

deeply moving, inspiring and heartbreaking,”  shares Maridel. 

 

Through her example, leadership and coaching, Maridel has 

inspired generations of civic leaders.  And all the while 

encouraging members to learn and stretch and grow during their 

Active years, she reminds us of perhaps the most important point 

of all – the individual and unique journey each of us might take 

as we collect our experiences and training and deploy ourselves 

as high-value volunteers within our community. 

 


